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CACI Spring CEO Event, Set for Coors Field on Wednesday, March 29th, to Honor State Legislative Leaders
CACI’s Third Annual Spring CEO Event at Coors Field is slated for Wednesday, March 29th.  The reception will be held from 5:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the Coors Clubhouse.  Sponsor of the event is HealthTrans:
www.healthtrans.com
The Honored Confirmed Guests:

· House Speaker Andrew Romanoff
· Senate President Joan Fitz-Gerald

· Senate Majority Leader Ken Gordon

· Senate Minority Leader Andy McElhany

The event hosts will be:

· CACI Board Chair Al Timothy, Coors Brewing Company;

· Lori Fox, United Airlines;

· Lou Hutchinson, HealthTrans;

· CACI Board member Phil Hall, CH2M Hill; and

· CACI Board Chair-Elect Lucille Mantelli, Eastman Kodak.

Renowned Chef Rik Kiessling will prepare gourmet hors d’oeuvres.  CACI thanks the Colorado Rockies, a CACI member, for making the Coors Clubhouse available once again for this event.

Although invitations to CACI members have been mailed, there are still a few spaces available.  For more information, contact Denise Reeves, CACI Vice President for Programs & Resources, at 303.866.9622 or via e-mail at dreeves@COchamber.com
Organized Labor Contributes Heavily to “Wal-Mart” Bill Sponsor & Committee Democrats, Highlighting Need for Business to Support Legislative Candidates This Year
The February 20th edition of The Rocky Mountain News carried an article about this bill, noting that Rep. Solano had accepted $2,250 from labor unions just two months before she introduced the bill:

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/government/article/0,2777,DRMN_23906_4481060,00.html
The News’ story notes that, in 2004, unions gave the seven Democrats on the House Business Affairs and Labor Committee $87,400, citing the Colorado Secretary of State’s records.  Meanwhile, the CACI and National Federation of Independent Businesses political action committees only gave the six Republicans on the Committee a total of $1,200, according to the News.

In other words, organized labor contributed almost 73 times more money to the Democrats than business did to the Republicans who now serve on the Committee.

The reason for this lies in a 2002 voter-approved amendment to the state’s campaign finance laws, which limits an individual political action committee’s giving to a maximum of $400 ($200 for the primary election and $200 for the general election) per legislator per two-year campaign cycle.

The unions, however, were able in 2004 to exploit a provision of Amendment 27 to use something called a “small-donor” committee that enables unions, through a company’s payroll withholding mechanism, to collect donations from individual union workers, aggregate that amount and provide a bigger donation.  The United Food and Commercial Workers Union alone gave $2,000 to Rep. Solano by using its small-donor committee.
CACI is urging the Colorado business community this year to strongly support pro-business legislative candidates.
For information on how CACI members and business leaders can contribute this election season to CACI’s PAC, the Colorado Business Political Action Committee, contact Denise Reeves, CACI Vice President for Events & Programs, at 303.8669622 or via e-mail at dreeves@COchamber.com
Local Chambers of Commerce Important Part of CACI Family

Many CACI business members may not be aware that CACI, as the state chamber of commerce, has long worked with local chambers of commerce across the state to both represent their interests at the State Capitol and to help strengthen them organizationally.  At this time, 29 local chambers belong to CACI and are thus entitled to provide their input into CACI’s policy-making process.
CACI encourages its business members to join and support their local chambers.  The following local chambers are CACI members, and their Websites (which are great sources of information for the business traveler or the tourist) also can be found on the CACI Website:
http://www.cochamber.com/resources/localchambers.asp
1. Arvada Chamber of Commerce
2. Aspen Chamber Resort Association
3. Aurora Chamber of Commerce
4. Boulder Chamber of Commerce
5. Breckenridge Resort Chamber of Commerce
6. Broomfield Area Chamber of Commerce
7. Buena Vista Chamber of Commerce
8. Canon City Chamber of Commerce
9. Castle Rock Chamber of Commerce
10. Cherry Creek Chamber of Commerce
11. Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce
12. Durango Chamber of Commerce
13. Eagle Valley Chamber of Commerce
14. Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce
15. Frisco Chamber of Commerce
16. Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce
17. Grand Lake Chamber of Commerce
18. Greater Golden Chamber of Commerce
19. Greeley/Weld Chamber of Commerce
20. Heart of the Rockies (Salida) Chamber of Commerce
21. Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
22. Longmont Area Chamber of Commerce
23. Metro North Chamber of Commerce
24. Montrose Chamber of Commerce
25. Steamboat Springs Chamber Resort
26. Summit County Chamber of Commerce

27. Vail Chamber & Business Association
28. Vail Valley Chamber & Tourism Bureau
29. West Chamber Serving Jefferson County
Colorado Chamber of Commerce Executives

In addition, CACI hosts the Colorado Chamber of Commerce Executives (CCCE), which is an organization dedicated to the professional and organizational development of local chambers and their staff.  Dave Tabor, CACI Vice President for Membership and Marketing, serves as the CACI liaison to CCCE.  More information about CCCE, which holds spring and fall conferences for its members, can be found at:

http://www.cochamber.com/resources/executives.asp
CACI Ads Debut in Two Publications

In an effort to increase the visibility of the work that CACI does at the Colorado State Capitol to advance its statewide pro-business agenda, CACI advertisements have run in two publications.
In the first, the March issue of ColoradoBiz magazine has a one-quarter page CACI ad on page 64.  It’s entitled, Who’s Watching Your Back at the State Capitol?  The text reads:

CACI, Your State Chamber for Four Decades, is the Leading Advocate for Business!

· YES, to Business-Driven economic growth!

· YES to enabling state government to Invest in our future!

· YES to Investments in tourism promotion!

· YES to a Pro-Business state government!

· NO to increased workers’ comp costs.

· NO to policies that force health-care costs onto business.

· NO to more mandates, regulations & bureaucracy.

· NO to frivolous lawsuits and mushrooming damages.

Future issues of ColoradoBiz will carry other CACI ads.

The second ad is running this week in The Colorado Statesman, which is the weekly newspaper that covers politics and the State Capitol.  CACI and four CACI members--The Aurora Chamber of Commerce, The Broadmoor, The National Western Stock Show and The Antlers at Vail—were among 14 organizations and businesses that lent their support to a two-page ad that calls for the support of the tourism funding bill, HB-1201, which passed the House last week and has moved to the Senate.  The ad will run for three weeks.
